
VIEWPOINT TENNIS CLUB GENERAL MEETING  

MINUTES 

JANUARY 14, 2014, 7 P.M. 

 

President, Ramona Rees, called the meeting to order. 

Secretary, Pam Ouellette 

Larry Warnke made a motion, seconded by Linda Decker, to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting of November 12, 2013 as posted on the website.  Approved. 

Treasurer, Maria Bitman 

Capital fund, $5,784.26 

General Fund, $1,085.49 

ATGA Academy Fund, $1,186.44 

Petty Cash, $679.70 

Total, $8,735.89 

We have 338 paid members. 

Introduction 

John and Tami Rigby, unit #2141, were introduced as the new tennis ball handlers.  The system is the 
same as previously. 

Tennis Pro – Arizona Tennis and Golf Academy 

Chris Langdon has exclusive rights as our tennis pro.  He and his wife, Melissa, coached together.  They 
are now divorced and Melissa no longer coaches with Chris.  This has created a few problems as Melissa 
is no longer allowed to coach at Viewpoint and some members still have prepaid outstanding lessons 
with her.  ATGA will honour all lessons currently purchased from Melissa – our tennis pro liaison, Joe 
Morton, is currently working on gathering this information.  There are 4 options: 

- Melissa will complete lessons in the park.  Melissa has been given a waiver from ATGA to allow 
her to complete outstanding lessons.  (This option will only be available if Melissa agrees to 
accept the waiver from ATGA.) 

- Melissa will complete the lessons out of park 
- ATGA will complete the lessons with a one hour free lesson from any ATGA staff member.  Chris 

would like to give the free lesson first to help you decide if you want to complete the lessons 
with ATGA. 

- A refund may be requested from ATGA for the prepaid lessons.  



Chris Langdon’s current contract is now posted on our website – it expires October 31, 2014.  Bob Allen 
will be working with Joe Morton as pro liaison and take over when Joe leaves the park.  Bob Allen is a 
new member of the Player Policy Advisory Committee – other members being Ed DeWald, Ralph Sharp, 
Keith Swanson and Ruth Finch. 

Vice President, Deena Burns 

Tournaments: 

- Thanks to Ali Garcia our holiday mixed doubles tournament co-ordinator.  We had one gold, one 
silver and 2 bronze medals.  

- The end of year championship tournament play-offs are now under way.  Now is the time to 
sign-up for the mixed doubles. 

- Deena is putting together a list of all the Viewpoint players who were finalists in tournaments 
for the past several years.  If  you were a finalist and are not on the list yet, as posted at the East 
courts, please let her know. 

Sunshine Acres – a total of $1,754 was collected.  Part of the letter of appreciation from them was read 
out. 

Decorations – many thanks to our designated decorators, Donna Lesko and Joy Doubleday. 

Ramp for court 10 – thanks to Bobby Oakley and Tom Barton. 

Court sign-up 

- Prime time rules are posted.  Prime time includes the months of January, February and the first 
week of March. 

- Time slots 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. every day of the week have special restrictions. 
- You may play only one time daily. 
- We ask that you only sign up as a foursome no more than 2 times in a week during prime time 

play. 
- Write all four players names and one site number when you reserve. 
- One player must be present to sign up. 
- If you have to cancel a previously booked court, please erase your name as soon as possible so 

that others can use the court. 

Free Clinics:  Chris and his team have again offered free clinics to all levels.  Sign up is essential – sheets 
are at the East courts.  Dale Bowen commented on how good Chris’ new coaches are. 

Judy Gamble has taken on the job of having name tags made.  Sign-up is at the East courts. 

President – Ramona Rees 

EVSTL are looking for a Vice President.  If anyone is interested, please contact Del Stitt, #2565, or 
Ramona #2854. 

EVSTL are discussing whether there should be a rule stating that there must be a line 1 game at every 
match.  Del will provide input at their next meeting as discussed at our Board meeting. 

The windscreens on court 6 were defective, so the company that provided the screens replaced them. 



The new netting between courts 2 to 6 may not be installed until the end of the season as the 
installation process will cause disruption to the use of the courts. 

If additional players are needed from different teams of the same level there is a protocol to follow as 
outlined in the guidelines for captains and co-captains.  When players from a different level are needed 
there have been various methods used to request the players.  The Players Policy Advisory Committee 
will be looking at this issue using the suggestions from the board meeting to come up with a policy for 
captains and co-captains to vote on. 

The requirement for move up for both VPTC and EVSTL was clarified. 

VPTC Existing Players – “Qualified Move-up” 

If a player: 

- Plays at least 6 matches at position 1 or 2 with 40% (or a minimum of 3) of these matches at 
position 1, AND 

- Attains a game percentage of 60%, AND 
- Attains a match win percentage of 60%, AND 
- Plays 3 qualifying matches after Jan. 1 (in either position) 

Then that player will be “locked in” or “frozen” and eligible to move up for the next season.  Future play 
in the current season would not affect the “qualified” eligibility. 

EVSTL Player move-up criteria (force move up) 

Any player who has met ALL the following criteria MUST be moved up to the next higher rating: 

1. Played in position 1 for a minimum of 6 matches, at least 3 of which MUST be played after 
January 1st. 

2. Has a winning match percentage at position 1 of 75% or more. 
3. Has a game winning percentage at position 1 of 60% or more. 

When a player FIRST meets the criteria to move up to the next higher level the club will have the option 
of moving that player up immediately, but no later than the beginning of the next season. 

After meeting the criteria to move up, any subsequent matches during the season will not affect the 
player’s move-up status.  

Food Handlers Certificate.  At present we have 30 people with their Food Handlers certificate.  Many 
more people are needed.  Please go to the website www.statefoodsafety.com/food-
handler/Arizona/Maricopa-county.  Our Treasurer will reimburse for any expenses involved in this – just 
give Maria a note, or call, with your name and site number.  Please give copies of your certificate to Judy 
DeWald.  All the certificates are in the East kitchen in case anyone needs to access them. 

Reminder of the final General Meeting of the year to be held Monday, March 10, 2014 at 7 p.m. in the 
Kokopelli Room. 

 

 



Committee Reports 

Larry Warnke mentioned that his tennis partner, Harold Moss, fell on the courts.  911 was called and he 
is now in the hospital expecting to be home soon.  Cyrene Moore, #2228, is setting up rides for Harold’s 
wife as she doesn’t drive.  Larry then went on to quote that Viewpoint has played 634 matches so far 
this season and won 67% of them. 

Ed DeWald told us that Ben Wilford and Joe Sparrow are now kindly working on our website. 

Linda Decker, with her Nominating Committee of Lorne McLeod, Dale Bowen and Bob Wright, is now 
looking for a Vice President and Secretary for next season.  If anyone is interested, please contact one of 
the members of this committee. 

Judy DeWald is missing the book with all the records of past events.  This is kept in the East kitchen.  If 
anyone knows where this is, please return it to the kitchen. 

New Business 

A question was asked if there is an age rule for playing in in-park tournaments.  In order to play in the 
tournaments arranged by VPTC where no other clubs are involved, (Welcome Back and Valentine’s Day 
tournaments) permission may be granted to play.  To play in any tournaments which involve other clubs, 
you must be a paid up member of VPTC and be at least 50 years old. 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:10 p.m. by Betty Isabey, seconded by Roger Vigland.  Approved. 

 

  

 

  

 

 


